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Å187,955 ha

ÅLargest Air Force Base

ÅHigh tortoise 

conservation value

Eglin Air Force Base



Habitat and Management

ÅPrimarily Lakeland soil series

ÅPrescribed fire of ~40,000 ha/year

ÅRecovered RCW population

ÅHighest potential habitat (DoD lands)



Test Ranges vs. Sandhill Sites



Tortoise Life History

ÅFossorial

ÅHabitat for 300+ commensals

ÅAdult survivorship is key

ÅConstruct/use multiple burrows
Kelly Jones 



Status
ÅESA candidate (Eastern Range)

ÅEglin status ïlow-density and patchy

ÅPrimary causes of decline

ïFire suppression

ïHuman consumption

ÅCurrently, primary threats diminished on Eglin

ïSigns of recruitment


